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PRICELESS MANUSCRIPTS FROM THE GOBI

Cmight

Account of the Treasure Dr. Mark Aurel.
Stein Found Amid the Wastes
of Central Asia

v this was the find of a schoolmaster | present fear in Delhi ot the weat of the

oot el and all it cost him was the
Mt of that right foot which he kept
ey pHLting where it belongs, for
sl

:;I;. e right place for all right feet is
foremosl . The right foot leading and the

—_

« exeellent authority for beliaving | Macedonian,

Raj lest the Russinns may repeat it
This was desert when, as  Plolemy
quotes from Marinus of Tyre, “Maes, o
also called Titianug, and o
merchant by hereditary  profession,” |
sent his caravans to the capital of China. |
|

not slips. The seal of cluy
jrossed down upon the triple passage
of the ecord across the upper tablet in
the chamber prepared for it, upon the
woft clay was impressed the signet, and
then the contents could be seen only
hy cutting the cord or breaking the seal.
The address seems commonly to have
baen written on the upper tablet above |
tha mseal chamber, and similarly placed
upon the under tablet there is frequently |
found the name of the messenger or |
directions to guide him on his way, The
sgnets  with  which  these seals were |
marked vary between the Chinese lapi- |
dary seript or imitations more or

wias

loss

a9
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style the extent of the find was computed
at about seven cartloads

Work of the discovery had trickled to
the provincial headquarters far away in
Lan-chou, ana the Amban, or district
oflicer, had ordered a4 sample to ba for-
warded for his Inspection. When ha
found the manuscripts nonsense so far
A% he was concerned he gave orders that
they should be returned to the place where
found and locked up. It scarcely seemed
possible to Dr. Stein that this rumor
cotld be trae; he was fairly startled at the
chanee of finding a whole library out of
the past where & handful of fragments
world have been estimated a rvich dis-

him. This voung student assumed the
difficult diplomacy of overcoming the
objections of the priest and in time ob-
tained sight "of the precious deposit.
The result is et down in Dr. Stein's own
narrative, “Ruins of Desert Cathay,”
which has just been published in London
by the Macmillans and from an advance
copy of which this narrative has been
| derived.

“S8ome hours luter Chiang found the wall
blocking the entrance to the recess of the
temple removed, and on its door being
opened by the priest caught a glimpse of
a room orammed full to the roof with
manuscript bundles. 1 had purposely

DESERT

or more at the entranoce.

“Keeping only a few laborers at work

effective of classic Greek models, nnu:('-.'.'n-rv,

{OOPEN RE(ORDS COF 2000 YEARS AGO

1 fool keeping pace ihe schoolmaster

passed out of India and into the valley of
Bwat, which half unbelieving people are
most likely to recall as the dominion of a
«riain Akhoond best known by a ribald
nrenody, And out from Swat he

vassed into the great desert lands of inner |

‘aia, into Lop-nor and that great desert
f (iobi which even the school geography
ooks have included in their maps. Out
in that desert he unearthed such treasure
as has never befallen any one man before
nim,
Now if a schoolmaster from anywhere
nad closed the door of his schoolhouse
and had walked into the discovery of
alf s0 much as a small fragment of one
i Livy'syost decades or a few tuttered
mmes which by emendations or varied
eadings might be identified as one of the
ivrice which Bappho had not burned, the
eward of that schoolmaster would have
eon fame in its largest measure. But
nere 18 an Indian schoolmaster who has
tound a whole library of antiquity where
thers have found fragments, who has
nearthed the earliest known manuscript
{ the Sanskrit, who has given to the world
ke anly complete confession of one of its
great dead religions, who has found a new
ynuage and has put it in the way of being
«arl and studied, who has collected the
riamipy notes which soldiers exchanged
rom tower to tower along the great Chi-
o wall not the great wall of China fa-
i har in pietures but a still greater wall
Irther out in the desert and so ancient

il all memory of it has passed from the |

m ndsof men, even of Chinamen who knew
things when Caucasians were yet
harians

Discovery thus by wholesale should
ke any man famous, yet it has scarcely
el a ripple ontside the circle of a
few erthusiasts. It calls for a wisdom
deen to ba stirred in the mind of folk
small Latin and less CGreek
I 4t the back of all this a dim compre-
nwion that the Banskrit has roots, and

*such s philology

Inis schoolmaster out of India who

v have

# done this great work is Dr. Mark |

“| stein. He was horn at Budapest
w12 bt England has been his home,
A4 10 the great Indian Empire he has
hi= vears of service. As school-
ter he served his time until his merit
recognized, then he went up the
dder 1o bhecome inspector with yet
greater and graver duties until he was
harge over districts and provinces
ame u great power in the edu-
| system of the whole peninsula
iin climbing was his  delight
1= what cost him toes at the end of
this great exploration; he conquered the
nknown glaciers of Nan-shan on his way
't of the desert and in his descent to
fia by way of lLeh-Ladak his toes
v frost bitten and he had to be carried
“n dangerous slopes to the nearest
adioal ussistance and the mercy of the
wnife
Bt it was the desert sand which yielded
' Ntein its treasure; the mountain peaks
vers of slowly groaning ice were
it his diversion as they came upon his
v in reaching and in leaving the dead
ims north of the Himalayas where the
“wd dunces death and light inexorable
“ul to every living thing. There are

Mannt

that

v here for the physical geogra- |

Nesert it was when Alexander drove his
army athwart Asia to the gate of India
and the West first in our history faced
the East, a visit futile in all result save
that it gave the storied East yet one more
story. the myth of the two horned Alex-
ander. Yet this desert, thanks to Dr.
Stein's explorations, we now know to
have been a seat of great culture when
the world was young. 2

It was then and later one of the great
| highways of the world. The luxury of
imperial Rome waa lavish; it would wrap
'ibelr in nothing of coarser texture than

the finest silk. Before the barbarian

broke over Alpa and Apennines on his |
errand of havoe the banks of the Tiber |
were the market for the product of Chinese
looms, half the world away.

Careless of all else so long ax they had |
the silk for their robes and for the deco-
rations of their stately homes, the l!‘ll“ill‘lnl
never asked about the detail of the long |
caravans toiling across unknown rlt‘.-«‘rh!
bringing the dainty bales from the lands |
of the Beres; they did not even know of |
what silk was made. One guess describes
it as woven wind. Ammianus Marcellinus
thought he had the right explanation when
he described the Seres as “a sedate and |
gentle people, passing their happy days |
in the most perfect tranquillity and delight- |
ful leisure, amid shady groves, fanned by !
gentle breezes; these groves prodiuce
fleeces of downy wool which after being |
sprinkied with water is combed off in the |
finest threads and woven into silk.” |

On this great highway of luxury andl
trade Dr. “tein had the happy chance
to stumble on a bale of this silk where F
| it had been left by some careless camel |
driver almoat 2,000 years ago. It was &
light roll, so brittle that it broke when
lifted, a bolt of yellow silk ninetcen inches |
wide, a measure corresponding with the

had streamed across this land of the |

great thirst.

|in particular

{ slips of wood,
| was not rived from end to end, but the

reproducing the Athene

Promacho .
Documents of more permanent impor-

| ancient cubit, but it was one of the orig- ' tance, muniments and title deeds, were
inal packages of the trade which for ages | similarly inscribed on larger rectangular |

In these the original billet

China, even then a great nation, pro- ! lower plate was lefl with a lug at each

| tected the caravan route. Ita troops
were stationed far out upon the desert:

their watch towers still stand in weather-

end which held the upper plate seoure |
when put into position between them. |
After the surfaces had been written upon

beaten ruin out of the sand which has | {hs two plates were set together and

destroyed and at the same time has
preserved them. These walch
yielded rich returns to exploration in the
dunes with which they were partially
| covered.

In the ruins of the ancient guard houses,
l'in the rubbish heaps which rose beside
{ them, Dr. Stein unearthed hundreds of
| written doocuments illustrating all the
| routine of military life at the beginning
| of the Christian era, and thence onward

for several hundred years when Europe
was tha hunting ground of the bar-
barians. These documents carry orders
from distant brigadiers to the officers
commanding these remote outposts, they
show the movement of troops and of
supplies, there are passes for the soldiers
| leaving barracks, there are writa of |
levy, there are warrants for equipment
| Two thousand years ago there was as
i much paper work in the Chinese army
|as would satisfy an adjutant-geoeral’s
staff in these days. Only it was not
| paper. These documents and returns
are all on wood very carefully adapted
to the purpose for which it was designed
A common type of thesa documents

vhit has happened to this heart of | is shaped like a knife blade in two match-
1o produce this intense desicoation | ing tablets obtained by slitting a billet

Hhnown

o wand

Hut the march of the moun- | along the grain.
westward uncloses for | were rubbed smooth and served as the

The two facing sides

il to-morrow conceals once more | surface on which the communication was

he

“ad pods, the sere stems of gray mul- |
“rtos which onee shaded gardens of |
& lelight, @ll the mute memorials of &
»! "" Ll ‘“\frl'

wis desert when Ser Marco Polo
s dangerous way to far Cathay. |
Cis desert when Hsuan-tsang foroed
tlayan peaks on his pious journey
Wdir with the creed and the ritual of
o his way to China,  This waa
‘hen the great Corean general |
“n-chihi led his Chinese army in |

er the Pamirs and for the first |
"e v the last in all history delivered |

albides of dead men, (he shrines of | written,

A hole was bored through the
two tabletsa near the sharpened point,
And through this hole a double cord was
passed and the ends brought through
the bight before drawing tight. The
cords were then| brought toward the upper
end of the tablet, where a place was left
to receiva them

On the upper tablet a deep scora was
whittled out to provide a chamber fo
the receipt of the seal which authenti-
cated the writing and at the same time
preserved it from unauthorized reading
In this seal chamber and equally upon
the under tablet three scores wera il

towers

| gealed Ly a similar deviea of hempen
cord and clay seal set in a depressad
chamber For still further proteotion
of the signet imprint the tablets were
wrapped in silk l

In one site opened at Lop-nor Dr. Stein
hit upon an archive of such documents, |
no less than three dozen tablets of all
gizes hidden away in a carefully con-
cenled cavity within a wall. Thesa were !
all written in the Kharoshthi script and
addressed to one Cohjbo Sojaka, now
but a name newly revealed out of the
past of the third century of our era, but '
clearly a man of substance in his own |
time. But how he came to hide his title !
deeds and important

men there is no means of knowing

Of rocords of this sort the explorer
found many hundreds in many Ianguages
and covering a wide range of time when-
ever il was possible to establish limiting
dates. Sometimes the dating proved
quite impossible; at other times the pres-
ence of Chinese writing gave the exact
year, for the Chinese have always heen
serupulous in dating their writing.  rom
such a find it has been possible to estab-
lish at least one limiting date of a col-
lection of miscellanies

Thasa discoveries, interesting  and |
valuable, would have proved sufficient
reward for the hardships of the expedi-
tion; but there was a lind yet to come,
the like of which has never rewarded any
archaologist

In the spring of 1097 ' Stein was at
Tun-huang, close (o the line of enffs i
which are cavved the shrines which have

orders behind him !
| when he passod from the knowledge of
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kept away from the Tuo-shih's temple
all the forenoon, but on getting thia news
I could no longer restrain my impatience
to see the great hoard myself. The day
was cloudlvss and hot, and the soldiers who
I had followed me about during the morning
with my cameras were now iaking their
giesta in sound slesp sooihed by a good

by Chiang I went to the tample

“l found the priesy ihere evidensly
still combaiing his scruples and nervous
apprehensions. But under the influence
of that quasi-divine hint he now sum-
moned up courage to open before me the
rough door closing the narrow enwrance
which led from the side of the broad front
passage into the rook carved recess on a
| lavel of about four feet above the floor of
| the former.

“I'he sigh. of the small room disclosed
| was one to make my eyes open wide.
{ Heaped up in layers but without any order
|there appeared in the dim Jight of the
| priest's little lamp a solid mass of manu-
| seripe bundles rising 10 a height of nearly

ten feet and filling, as subseguent meas-
| urement showed, close on to 500 cubie feet
{ The area left clear within the room was
{ just sufficient for two people to stand in.

It was manifest that in this black hole no
|enmimtinn of the manuscripts would
Ib- possible, and also thai the digging out

of all its contents would cost a good deal
of physical labor.

“A suggestion to clear out all the bundles
Iinln the large cella of the cave temple,
| where they might have been examined at
| euse, would have been premature; so much
| oppressed at the time was Wang Tao-
i shih by fears of losing his position—and
i patrons —by the rumors which any casual
‘uhu-rvern might spread against him in
| the oasis. So for the present I had to
| rest content with his offer to take out a
{ bundle or two at a time and to let us look
 rapdily through their contents in a less
(crampad part of the precincts.

“Fortunately the restorations carried
out by him, besidea the fine loggia. in-
cluded a kind of large ante-chapel having
on either side a small room provided with
a dopr and paper covered windows.
| here a convenient reading room was at
I hand for this strange old library, where we
| were screened from any inquisitive eyes
even if an occasional worshipper dropped
in to kotow bLefore the huge and ugly

smoke of opium.’ 8o accompanied only’,

So |

from the prooseds of plous donations,
at first' coming driblet like with lamen-
table slowness, our Tao-shih had taken
two or three years to lay bare the whole
of the broad passage, some forty [feet
deep. When this task had been acoom-
plished, and while engaged in setting up
new stavuea in place of the decayed, old
stucco images ooccupying the daia of the
cella, he had noticed a small crack in the
frescoed wall to the right of the passage.
There appeared to be a recess behind the
plastered surface instead of the solid
conglomerate from which the cella and
its approach are hewn, #nd on widening
the opening he discovered the small
room with its deposit such as I now saw it.

“Walled into the west face of the room
had been found a large slab of black
marble covered with a long and neatly
engraved Chinese inscription. It had
subsequently been removed and set up
in a more accessible place on the left
hand wall of the passage. This inserip-
tion records imperial eulogies of a Chinese
pilgrim named Hung-pien who had visited
India and after returning with relics
and sacred texts had apparently settled
at thesa shrines to devote his remaining
| years to translating and other pious
I labors. As it is dated in the year cor-
!rwnpondin; “n A. D. 851 it was clear to
| me from the first that the deposit of the
manuscripts must have taken place some
time after the middle of the ninth century.

“All the manuscripts seemed to be
preserved exactly in the same condition
they were in when deposited. Home of
the bundles were carelessly fastened
with rough cords and without an outer
oloth wrapper, but even this had failed
to injure the paper. Nowhere could I
trace the slightest effect of moisture.
i)\ml. in fact, what better place for pre-
serving such relics could be imagined
| than a chamber carved in the live rock
| of thess terribly barren hills and. her-
metically shut off from what moisture, if
| any, fhe atmosphere of this desert valley
| sver contained? Not in the driest soil
could relica of a ruined site have so com-
pletely escaped injury as they had here
in a carefully sslected roock chamber
where, hidden behind a brick wall and
protected by accumulated drift sand,
these masses of manuscripts had lain
undisturbed for centuries. "

To the priast who served these mysteries
| in the descrt wastes thess treasures were
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A MANUSCRIPT oF UNKNOWN TONGUE

temple, or ra her the partisalar ; Buddha statue now set up in the temple,
Riven that weal ol ancient worship  the graiio i which his ireusiuee was found | “Whila the Tac-shih wais engaged in
name of the Thousand Buddhas  In the Wi under the somewhal inter- digging ou® a few bundles 1 closely ex-
sown the explorer canghi a rumor thal papted ministraidon of a Taojsi priest,  amined the pissags wall behind which
in one of the grottoes of the holy place o W g Tao-=mh, densely ignorant and | this great dapasi of munusoripts  had
secret chamber had recently been brought timorous. Foriunaiely D Stein | been hidden, The priest had told us that

to light which was tilled with a mass of
manuseript said 1o be written in Chiness

truly  barhbarian

had tor Chiness

SOCFEArY o YOUNE man

wio had devoloped a compelling 10 sres
chavicters, but in a language which none  in

ipon India which is an ev-rllﬂl‘ the reception of the cord so that i I could comprehend  In

| ’
whan hy firsi satlel at the Thousand

Riaddhas soune eight yairs bafore he found

vorchmological research to which | the entranes (o this cave temple almbast
this dessor. employmeny had introduced | completely blooked by drift sand. Judging | ready to play upon the feelings of the

Notable Documents Unearthed---Hicden
for Centuries in the Shrine of th-
Thousand Buddhas

from the condition of other caves near,by
and the relatively low level of this par-
tioular temple, it Is probable that this
acoumulation of drift sand rose to ten feet

stupid but devout Wang. The winni
ocard was discovered by Chiang and i -
by acoident.

' In reading the colophon of oue of 11
first rolls examined that secretary foun
the statement that it contuined a Chine:
translation of one of the Indian suere!
soriptures made by the devout lHsinn
tsang himself. Dr. Stein had long <inoe
taken this devout wanderer for the patron
saint of his exploration and had oo
thousands of li in his footsteps and ha!
been brought unerringly to this depos

of his holy labors. Wang also was oo
thusiastic his admiration of the pion
father of the Chinese Buddhism and

had oelebrated his deeds in garish fres
col of the ante-chapel.

In this he found the opportunity to save
his face, to Jet the explorer have the pick
of these hidden treasures and to accep!
the reward, yet throughout the transac
tion to rve the appearance of are
ligious rite. The plea to which he {i-‘ldt‘d
was that it was only right that this ad
mirer of Hsllan, who had come the weary
desert miles from India. should carry
back to the seat of the faith these sacred
memorials, should bear them yet further
to a great temple of learning beyond
the seas where the light might reach
distant peoples. The result of the nego-
tiations carried on for day after day.
while Wang was sometimes swayed by
his superstitious and other fears and
sometimes overborne by the insidious
suggestions of the shrewd and suave
secretary, was that in due time the British
Museum received in safety twenty-four
great cases of manuscripts and five cases
ulrllnwd and embroidered silk. o

t will be years before the thousl
of manuscripts which these cases brougl
out of the desert and out of antigu
oan be deciphered and collated ant
odited and subjected to all the necessary
processsa which they must undergo in
order to render their stores of informa-
tion available. As yet they have barely
been ussorted for their first distribution
But enough has bheen revealed to dis
close the fact that this is the greatest
single discovery of any of the remains
of the past.

Taking the great with the small the sum
of this find, that ir to say of so much
of it as Dr. Stein was able to bring out
into civilization, amounts to more than
14,000 pieces in about a dozen scripts and
languages. This shows what a centre
of information the Thousand Buddhas
was while yet the civilization of inner
Asia was alive. This cloister could have
been in no backwater. The presence
of the literary remains of a (ozen lan-
guages shows that it was a busy corner
on one of the great highways of the world
at a time when our culture was in its in-
fanecy.

The Sanskrit find which will eccupr
the first place for general scholars in this
temple library consists of a collection of
seventy palm leaves, each twenty inches
long, eovered with small but beautifully
clear writing. This has been identifiecd
as going back to the third or fourth cen-
tury at the latest, the oldest gpecinen
of the sacred speech of Indis anl the
foundation of comparative philology

An interesting discovery in this hibrary
throws a new light on the art of printing

“Greatly delighted was 1.," writes Dr
Stein, “when | found that an excellentlr
preserved roll with a well designed block-
| printed picture as frontispiece had ite

text printed throughout, showing a dat«
of production corresponding tn A 1) 4

Here was conclusive evidence that ths art
{ of printing books from wooden bhlock:
I was practised long before the convention-
| ally argumed time of its invention, during
| the Bung period, and that already in the
'nlnth century the technical level hadl
[hﬂn raised practically as high as the
| process permitted.”

i A large mass of material i= written in
| one of the unknown languages once sl
I'in Eastern Turkestan. The axistenee of
this language has been known for a fm

| vears from a few fragments. 1t had been
| inferred that the speech was Indo-Kuro

| pean, yet nothing could bhe determined
as to its affiliations or its relation with the
| Tndian langnage~ on one hand or the
! Iranian on the other

i Yet at the first investigation of this new
| material it i& found that the Thousand

Buddhas shrine has vielded 1wo well

reserved and practically complete trans
| lations of two wall known Sanskrit toxts,
ithe Vajracchedika and the Aparami-
' tayuh-sutra. Thus we have the equiva-
lent of the Rosetta stone, the hilingual
| which is to Jead to the unlocking of thi

forgotten speech
I A book roll about four inches hroad. Ini
close on fifteen feet long. is beautifully
written in that peculiar form of Syria
Lor Estrangelo seript which  has heen
| identified with the Manichean- ‘Thi
| roll contains the most complete text aver
known of the Khuastanift or confossion
| prayer of the Manichean lavien in jis
.]i'ur“ish form. Aboul one-tenth of the
 text has been lost at the beginning of th
| roll, but fragments from other sourees

——— -
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Ino treasure at ali. Hut then they were
equally meaningless to the distriot official
who had won his post by passing the
long chain of examinations which Joad
to the administrative career in China.

 But the priest in the sande was under

| the obsession of several suspicions. These
| rolls meant naught to him, but they
were in some sort a part of his temple
furniture and he was shy about allowing

! them to pass out of his possession even

into the next room for inspection,

Then he had to think of the moembers
| of his congregation. To them also the
| ancient rolls were wholly without sense;
| vet it frequently happens that the laity

ure even more orthodox than their spir-
itual pastors and masters, and Wang

'Tao-shih was clearly much alarmed
leat hia parishioners should discover that

| the }:mvroulnm deposit had been tampered
with.

It was a long and adifoult negotiation,
but the humble prieat was no match
for the facile Chinese mur& Chiang.

| That adept individual had no theological
illudions, therefore he was all the more

serve to fill out this lacuna. With this is

another volume wrifen ugean
more than a hundred pages in Runio
Turki, a collection of brief fables about
men and animals,

These are but notes taken at random
from the superficial appearance of 1hesn
collections; no one vet can know wiut
treasures may be found to exist in this
library over which the Thousand Budalhes
have kept watch and ward for & thousand
years of desert calin. A civilization has
come to ita vnd and has passed from the
memory of man. Its gardens under the

leasant shade of the mulberry trees

ve heen buried in sand, the gritty blast
has out to piecea its perishable products
and has sculptured into shapeless ruin
its walls and its watch towers. But its
religion has been preserved in death, and
in ite death has preseryved the memorials
of the race that is long past

Chanee, the chapter of accident  has
brought these records to light and has
liu”n them to a new world for =udy,

t it is to be said that never before has
just such a chance happened to e most
realous explorer; not even the templo
"brll’)' of Nippur yielded to the nroneolos

ist such & rich reward as this which D,
tein found at the shrine of the Thousand
Buddhas.




